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  The fourth of July is that 
wonderful day each year 
when we celebrate the 

birth of the United States 
of America. The original 
Independence Day oc-
curred on July 4, 1776. 
On that day, 234 years 
ago, the American colonies 
threw off the shackles of 
British tyranny; and we 
have been a free country 
ever since. Praise be to 
God!  
   God has bless America. 
We have been granted 
freedom to live and make 
personal choices. America 
is predominantly safe. We 
have been given material 

abundance, so that we are 
among the richest people 
who have ever lived. The 
grocery stores and depart-
ment stores overwhelm 
us, not only with full 
shelves, but with so many 
choices. There is not just 
one type of cookie on the 
shelf, but scores of 
choices are before us 
every time we shop. Virtu-
ally every household in 
America has televisions, 
computers, and every con-
venience of modern life. 

We could go on and on.  
   Unfortunately, such 
prosperity has brought so 
little thanksgiving to God. 
People think that they 
have done it all for them-
selves. We think that we 
have built this mighty 
country. We think that we 
have ensured our own 
future prosperity. How 

utterly foolish! The Bible 

tells us that God is the 
true provider of all that we 
have. It says: òWhat do 

you have that you did not 
receive? And if you re-
ceived it, why do you 
boast as though you did 
not?ó (1 Corinthians 4:7). 
   I thank God for our heri-
tage, but I believe that we 
may be on the verge of 
losing much of God's 
grace and favor, and also 
be on the verge of receiv-
ing His divine discipline. 
Why do I say that? We 
have discarded much of 
God's Word in favor of our 

own wisdom. We have 
chosen to pursue our own 
earthly pleasures, instead 
of His righteousness. 
Many have declared that 
He has no claim on us 
and we can do as we 
please. We have aborted 
50 million little babies, 
mostly in the name of per-
sonal freedom. We have 
thrown His 10 command-
ments out with the gar-
bage. The seventh com-
mandment speaks against 
adultery. Yet, our culture 
seems sex -crazed beyond 
all belief. The porn indus-

try does billions of dollars 
worth of business every 
year. The internet is satu-
rated with sinful sexual 
content. Nine out of ten 
couples who seek to be 
married in the church are 
living together. Further-
more, we are being told at 

every turn that two men 
seeking to be married is 
just as beautiful and 

natural as a man and a 
woman seeking to be mar-
ried. As the Bible warns, 

òWoe to those who call evil 
good and good eviló (Isaiah 
5:20).  
   I hope I'm not the only 
one who thinks that there 
are very troubling signs in 
America today. I do not 
believe that God will for-
ever tolerate this rebel-
lious behavior, as if it 
doesn't really matter. I 
thank God for the free and 
prosperous America that I 
have experienced in my 
life.  

   However, I would like 
my children to inherit the 
same blessings and free-
dom that I have enjoyed. 
We must realize that the 
hope for America is not in 
our own abilities. The 
hope for America is to be 
found only in knowing, 
loving, and obeying the 
God of the Bible. And re-
member, future genera-
tions will inherit what we 
sow today; for good or for 
bad.  
   America is a free coun-
try. Praise God! But as 
Christians, we have found 

an even better freedom 
than that which was 
gained in 1776. Two thou-
sand years ago, the Lord 
Jesus Christ died on a 
cross and said, òIt is fin-

ished!ó And for all who put 
their trust in Jesus 
Christ, the tyranny of sin 
is removed. We are free 
from the guilt of sin, free 
from the power of sin, and  

Pastorõs Note 

free from the control of 
Satan. We are free to live 
for Jesus Christ! Day by 
day, the gospel of Jesus 
Christ is setting more 
people free from Satan's 
grasp! What about you? 
Are you free? Jesus re-

plied, òI tell you the truth, 

everyone who sins is a 
slave to sin... So if the Son 
sets you free, you will be 
free indeed.ó (John 
8:34,36).  
 
Love in Jesus Christ,  
Pastor Gary.  
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Come on out and watch the 

Heritage Parade under a 

tent with chairs and free 

coffee, lemonade and cook-

ies.  Rest rooms are avail-

able.  This is a great oppor-

tunity to invite friends and 

family.  Our own Camp Je-

sus will be marching in the 

parade.  Support our kids 

and enjoy the fun of a sum-

mertime parade.   
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August 19th, 20th, 21st, 22nd  

The Kingsley UMC Youth Group will be parking cars again at 
this yearõs Buckley Old Engine Show.  Please watch for sign up 

sheets with parking opportunities.  Even if you do not plan on 
attending any of the youth group trips (Rock the Coast, Acquire 
the Fire), you may still park cars and the money made will be 

donated to the youth group.  This is one of our largest fundrais-
ers and we appreciate your support.  Contact Julie Lint 263 -

2737, Diane Walton 263 -7436 or Colleen Wierman 263 -4145 

with questions.   

West Michigan Con-
ference  camps will 
exceed your expecta-

tions.  We are committed to pro-
viding experiences that 
build  lasting values for a fulfilling 
life   -faith, courage, cooperation, 
responsibility, honesty, and self -
esteem- while enjoying the great 

outdoors and making new friends.  

For over 140 years, this congrega-
tion has worshiped at its present 
site on N. Manitou Trail just west 
of the village of Northport. Over 
90% of the congregation are Na-
tive American. Indian Mission 
provides a significant ministry to 
those who live on and around the 

tribal land of the  

This charity is through the 
Schmuckal Oil Company in Trav-
erse City.  Schmuckal Oil has pro-
vided FREE boots for our Christ-
mas Family Giving Tree each year.  
Please support this charity and 
help area children receive boots 

this winter.  



 

Christmas in July! 

School Supply Drive for  

Operation Christmas Child 

Shoe Box Ministry 
 

No, itôs not Christmas but it is school supplies 

shopping time.  Watch for school supplies on sale during the summer and drop them off in the fellow-

ship hall.  Collection will go on throughout the summer months of July and August.  We will be using all 

the toys, school supplies, and health items and using them to pack shoe boxes in the fall.  There will be a 

packing party in the month of November for all the shoe boxes that will be sent overseas to help bring 

the love of Jesus Christ to the hearts of children at Christmas time.   

Below are all the items that may be packed in shoe boxes.   
 
TOYS 

small cars, balls, dolls, stuffed animals, kazoos, 
harmonicas, yo-yos, jump ropes, small Etch A 
Sketch®, toys that light up or make noise (with 
extra batteries), Slinky®, etc. 
 
SCHOOL SUPPLIES 

pens, pencils and sharpener, crayons or markers, 
stamps and ink pad sets, writing pads or paper, 
solar calculators, coloring and picture books, etc. 
 
HYGIENE ITEMS 

toothbrush, toothpaste, mild bar soap (in a plastic 
bag), comb, washcloth, etc. 
 
OTHER 

Hard candy and lollipops (please double bag all 
candy), mints, gum, T-shirts, socks, ball caps; 
sunglasses, hair clips, toy jewelry, watches, 
flashlights (with extra batteries) 
 
 
A PERSONAL NOTE  

In a separate envelope, you may enclose a note 
to the child and a photo of yourself or your family. 
(If you include your name and address, the child 
may write back.) 

 

DO NOT INCLUDE 
Used or damaged items; war-related items such 
as toy guns, knives or military figures; chocolate 
or 
food; liquids or lotions; medications or vitamins; 
breakable items such as snow globes or glass 
containers; aerosol cans 

Operation Christmas Child ñSchool Supply Drive  
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